
St. Stephen  

Catholic 

Church 

 

 SPREADING THE LIGHT OF JESUS CHRIST 

Adoration (chapel) 

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  

Reconciliation (chapel) 

Monday and Friday after the 

8:30 a.m. Mass. 

Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.  

Saturday at 2:45 p.m.  

Church Office/Pastoral Care: 

(813) 689-4900 

School: (813) 741-9203 

Faith Formation:  

(813) 671-4434 

Maintenance: (813) 734-5877 

10118 Saint Stephen Circle 

Riverview, Fl 33569 

Mass Schedule (church) 

Monday—Saturday 8:30 a.m. 

Saturday Vigil 4:30 p.m.  

Sunday 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. 

and 5:30 p.m.  

Livestreamed Masses — Daily Mass 

and Sunday at 11:30 a.m. 

www.ststephencatholic.org�

@ststephencatholicchurch�

@st.stephen_lifeteen� �

@sscsmustangs�and  @sscsfl.org��

Fr. Dermot Dunne � Pastor  � Fr. Izzie Hernandez � Parochial Vicar �

Rev. Mr. Ed  Dodenhoff �Deacon�

 Rev. Mr. Mike Ryba�Deacon�

Rev. Mr. Mike Sweeney�Deacon �

September 5, 2021 

23rd Sunday in ordinary time 

Labor Day Mass 10:00 A.m. 



September 5, 2021� � 23rd Sunday  in Ordinary Time�

�2 

Monday �

Labor Day�

Church Offices Closed�

10:00 a.m. Pray for  all those who labor.�

Tuesday �

8:30 a.m. Pray for Robert Hudack (RIP).�

6:30 p.m. Blue Mass�

Wednesday �

8:30 a.m. Pray for vocations. �

Thursday �

8:30 a.m. Pray for Denise Lee (RIP).�

Friday �

8:30 a.m. Pray for Justin Ywanauskas (LIV).�

Saturday �

8:30 a.m. Pray for John Zielinski (RIP).�

4:30 p.m. Pray for The Jean�Pierre Brothers (RIP).�

Sunday �

7:30 a.m. Pray for the parishioners.�

9:30 a.m. Pray for James Andrew Emminger (RIP).�

11:30 a.m. Pray for  Bob Milbrandt (RIP).�

5:30 p.m. Pray for William Patrick Sexton (RIP).�

St. Stephen, 

 Pray for us 

The Sanctuary Lamp�

September 4 to 10, 2021�

�

For the 51st Wedding Anniversary of �

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ward. �

�

If you are interested in having the sanctuary lamp burn in 

honor or in memory of a loved one, �

please call (813) 689�4900. �

Calendar of 

Events 

September 2021�

September 7�Blue Mass �

September 10�Young Adult Adoration�XLT Praise 

and Worship (second Fridays)�

September 11�Day of Prayer Retreat and Monthly 

Pro�Life Rosary (second Saturdays) �

September 12�Faith Formation Classes Begin and 

One Blood Drive�

September 18� St. Vincent de Paul Annual Tea�

September 18�19�Unbound speaker Fr. Gillespie�

October 2021�

October 2�Columbiettes BUNCO Night�

October 2�Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 

Communion Training�

October 2 and 3�Underwear Sunday Collection�

October Weekend Masses�Pro�Life Rosary Decade �

October 15�Community for Women Father/Daughter 

Dance�

November 2021�

November 2� All Souls Day Mass�

November 6�Men’s Club Golf Tournament �

November 14�One Blood Drive�

December 2021�

December 3 to 4�24 hour  Exposition �A  Day With 

The Lord�

December 7 & 8�Immaculate Conception Masses�

December 9�Eastern Hillsborough Community Band 

Concert�

December 14�Advent Penance Service�

December 16�Christmas Concert �

This schedule is subject to change. �

For more information, please visit our full calendar of 

events on our website at https://ststephencatholic.org/. �
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Sunday Readings 

First Reading�

Is 35:4�7a�

Thus says the LORD:�

�� �Say to those whose hearts are frightened:�

�� ��� �Be strong, fear not!�

�� �Here is your God,�

�� ��� �he comes with vindication;�

�� �with divine recompense�

�� ��� �he comes to save you.�

�� �Then will the eyes of the blind be opened,�

�� ��� �the ears of the deaf be cleared;�

�� �then will the lame leap like a stag,�

�� ��� �then the tongue of the mute will sing.�

�� �Streams will burst forth in the desert,�

�� ��� �and rivers in the steppe.�

�� �The burning sands will become pools,��

�� ��� �and the thirsty ground, springs of water.�

Second Reading�

Jas 2:1�5�

My brothers and sisters, show no partiality�

as you adhere to the faith in our glorious Lord Jesus 

Christ.�

For if a man with gold rings and fine clothes�

comes into your assembly,�

and a poor person in shabby clothes also comes in,�

and you pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes�

and say, “Sit here, please, ”�

while you say to the poor one, “Stand there, ” or “Sit at 

my feet, ”�

have you not made distinctions among yourselves�

and become judges with evil designs?�

Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters.�

Did not God choose those who are poor in the world�

to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom�

that he promised to those who love him?�

�

Again Jesus left the district of Tyre�

and went by way of Sidon to the Sea of Galilee,�

into the district of the Decapolis.��

And people brought to him a deaf man who had a 

speech impediment�

and begged him to lay his hand on him.�

He took him off by himself away from the crowd.��

He put his finger into the man’s ears�

and, spitting, touched his tongue;�

then he looked up to heaven and groaned, and said 

to him,�

“Ephphatha!”� that is, “Be opened!” ��

And immediately the man’s ears were opened,�

his speech impediment was removed,�

and he spoke plainly.��

He ordered them not to tell anyone.��

But the more he ordered them not to,�

the more they proclaimed it.��

They were exceedingly astonished and they said,�

“He has done all things well.��

He makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.” �

Gospel�

Mk 7:31�37�

Today’s readings are from the Sunday Missal�Prayerbook and Hymnal for 2021. �



September 5, 2021� � 23rd Sunday  in Ordinary Time�

�4 

I am quite sure most of us can remember where we were and what we were doing when significant events took place in 

American history; the first moon landing, President Kennedy’s assassination, the election of our first African American 

President. The attack on the twin towers, is no exception. It will be 20 years ago this September 11 and for many it seems 

like yesterday. �

�

As a country, we came together; One Nation, Under God, Indivisible. The principles on which our great nation was founded 

were in full display in the coming weeks and months, as we all become one in helping to recover from arguably, the most 

devastating experience in our recent history. �

�

Here we are 20 years later and other devastations have come to our shores; coronavirus and civil unrest. Unfortunately, 

those same values that we all rallied around in 2001 seem to be drawing us further away from one another in 2021. The 

commonality between the two though are those heroes who responded on 9/11 and continue to respond today namely, our 

first responders, medical personnel, policeman, firefighters and military. �

�

Each day, these courageous men and women continue to put their own welfare, their own safety on the line so that each one 

of us can continue to enjoy the freedoms that we have been blessed with. These freedoms that we sometimes take for 

granted. Whether these heroes are running into a burning building, keeping our shores safe or helping to stem the tide of an 

infectious disease, they deserve our respect, our love and our thanks. �

�

So that we do not forget our modern�day heroes, St. Stephen will once again be hosting the annual Blue Mass, on Tuesday, 

September 7 at 6:30 p.m. We will be honoring those who continue to protect us as well as remember those heroes who have 

gone home to the Lord. I encourage you to invite first responders, doctors, nurses, police, fire and military personnel so that 

we can show them how much their service means to us as individuals and as a community. �

�

I would also like to invite you to a self�guided Day of Prayer Retreat on Saturday, September 11, beginning at 7:45 am to 

4:00 pm. This is another great way to pray for and thank those heroes in our lives as well as to pray for the well�being of our 

country. If we once again come together as One Nation, Under God, Indivisible, we can do great things to honor our Lord 

and Savior, Jesus Christ. Through Him and with Him, we can help to change the world.�

�

God’s Peace and Blessings to all, today and always,�

�

� Deacon Mike Ryba�

A Note from Deacon Mike Ryba 
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�

�

�

�

�

EDGE Night�

Middle Schoolers, join us for our weekly EDGE nights starting Wednesday, September 15. We will meet in the Family 

Life Center from 6:45 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. �

Life Teen Night�

We are currently seeking volunteers to provide meals for Life Night. Find the St. Stephen Life Night food sign up 

on our website at https://ststephencatholic.org/highschool.�

XLT Praise and Worship�

Join us for adoration and more on Friday, September 10 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. XLT Praise and Worship 

will happen in the St. Stephen chapel. �

Theology on Tap�

Young Adults, join us for Theology on Tap on September 28 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at O’Brien’s Irish Pub 

& Grill in Brandon, FL. �

For further information or to volunteer, please contact �

Eddie Gemma at (813) 671�4434 or eddie@ststephencatholic.org. �

Our parish school 

Teen and Young Adult 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd�

The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a way of bringing children into a closer relationship with Christ through 

hands�on activities. We are in the process of having our atrium registered. The method for presenting it is simple: 

a passage is read from scripture, then the children ponder the meaning.� After the�Bible is read, the children 

interact with� material to make it concrete. Children also practice nomenclature or naming items they would see 

during Mass and the other sacraments. The�practical life component of the program is to prepare them to serve in 

the church as altar servers,�sacristan, etc. Finally, children like adults can be drawn closer to God through the arts. 

Students will create maps, diagrams and other prayer reflecting creations. This Montessori approach feels like a 

mini retreat each week and the children�have been very excited to visit the atrium in the East Hall of our school.�

�

�

�
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Faith formation  

�

�

Adult Confirmation Program�

"Be sealed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit."�

�

The Adult Confirmation process is a wonderful interactive opportunity for Catholics who have not had the 

opportunity to receive the sacrament of Confirmation to complete their full initiation into the Catholic Church. 

Registration is now open. Classes are weekly on Sunday mornings and begin in October. The Confirmation 

celebration takes place annually and is arranged in accordance with the Bishop’s calendar.   �

�

Requirements for Adult Confirmation Preparation�

�

Candidates for this Sacrament should:�

�� Be a registered parishioner.�

�� Be a baptized Catholic providing a current baptismal certificate�within the last 6 months.�

�� Have made their First Communion.�

�� If married, must have been married in the Catholic Church.�

�� Attend Sunday Mass on a regular basis.�

�� Have a Sponsor for the Sacrament of Confirmation.�

�

To register, you are welcome to download the registration form from our parish website or stop by the Office of 

Faith Formation located at St. Stephen Catholic School (east wing). For more information, please contact Rosie 

Bridges at (813) 671�4434, Ext. 2500.         �

�

Faith Formation Friendly Reminders �

�

Registration for Faith Formation 2021�2022 is still ongoing! Forms are available at the Office of Faith Formation 

or on our website at https://ststephencatholic.org/faith�formation�k�8. �

�

Classes Begin Soon �

�

Pre�K�Sunday, September 12�

Kindergarten�Grade 6�Sunday, September 12 & Wednesday, September 15�

Grade 7�Monday, September 13�

Confirmation Grade 8 and High School�Monday, September 13 (Session A) & Monday, November 1 (Session B)�

�

Supply List�

�

Crayons�

Glue�

Pencils�

Scissors�

Makers�

Colored Pencils�

Tissues�

Sanitizer�

Bottled Water�

�

We kindly ask that if you are not vaccinated or do not have natural immunity, please continue to wear a mask on 

church property. For any question or concerns, call (813) 671�4434 or stop by our office.�

�

Thank you for the faith foundation you already given to your children and may God Bless you for continuing 

educate your children in our Catholic Faith.�
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Parish News 

Church Offices Closed�

The church offices will be closed this Friday, September 3, and Monday, September 6. Further, daily Mass will be 

at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, September 6, instead of 8:30 a.m. Our offices open Tuesday, September 7, at 9:00 a.m.�

Blue Mass�

So that we do not forget our modern�day heroes, St. Stephen will once again be hosting the annual Blue Mass on 

Tuesday, September 7, at 6:30 p.m. We will be honoring those who continue to protect us as well as those heroes 

who have gone home to the Lord. We encourage you to invite first responders, doctors, nurses, police, fire and 

military personnel so that we can show them how much their service means to us.�

Day of Prayer�

Join us for a self�guided retreat day on September 11. The day will be built around praying the Liturgy of the 

Hours. We will be praying for world peace and in remembrance of the tragedy of 9/11 and in honor of first 

responders, doctors, nurses, police, fire and military personnel. To signup or for more information, please visit 

https://ststephencatholic.org/day�of�prayer�registration.�

One Blood Drive�

A One Blood Bus will be at our church on September 12 from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. To schedule an appointment 

visit, https://www.oneblood.org/donate�now/donation�centers�list�select�time.stml?driveID=1016870. Signing up 

is not necessary but recommended.�

Unbound�

On September 18 and 19, please welcome Fr. John Gillespie who will be with us to celebrate Masses and tell us 

about the work of Unbound, a lay Catholic sponsorship ministry that helps children and elderly in 19 developing 

countries. To learn more, call (800) 875�6564 or visit Unbound online at www.unbound.org. �
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Children’s Section 

Question of the 

Week�

�

September 5, 2021�

�

23rd Sunday in �

Ordinary Time�

�

Where in your life 

do you want 

greater openness? �

�

�

Question of the week�

 provided by Sadlier.�

�
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Ministry news 

St. Vincent de Paul Annual Tea�

Ladies and little ladies are invited to join us for tea. You may choose to invite your friends and family and be a table 

hostess or join someone else’s table. RSVP by September 8. Come and enjoy entertainment by St. Stephen’s Catholic 

School music group. The cost to attend is $20 per person. Try your chance of winning one of the following raffle prizes: 

55” Smart TV, iPad Air and a Magnolia and Vine Versa Purse.�Contact Arlene Stein for reservations or more information 

at (813) 245�1171 or arstein@outlook.com. All of the proceeds benefit the ministry work of St. Vincent de Paul. If you 

cannot attend this event, please consider making an online donation. Please visit https://svdpriverviewfl.org to donate. �
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Hotlines 

Police � 911�

Florida Abuse Registry Hotline � (800) 962�2873�

Diocesan Victim Assistance Minister  � (866) 407�4505�

Girls and Boys Town Abuse Hotline � (800) 448�3000�

Childhelp USA National Abuse Hotline � (800) 422�4453�

Florida Elder Helpline � (800) 963�5337�

Florida Council Against Sexual Violence � (888) 956�7273�

Safe Environment Program Manager � (727) 344�1611, Ext. 377�

Career Transition Ministry� Career_Transition@ststephencatholic.org�

Meals On Wheels� Meals_on_Wheels@ststephencatholic.org�

Homebound Ministry� Homebound@ststephencatholic.org�

Prayer Line� Prayer_Line@ststephencatholic.org�

Society of St. Vincent de Paul/Food Pantry� (813) 325�6440�

Alcoholics Anonymous� (813) 933�9123�

Pregnancy Center� (813) 631�4398 �

Looking for help?�211 Tampa Bay Cares, which offers local information and referral services, is available by calling 211 on the phone.�

St. Stephen Catholic Church �

(813) 689�4900�
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Diocese of St. Petersburg �

(727) 344�1611 �

Parish finance 

Donations�

“God has no need of your money, but the poor have. You give it to the poor, and God receives it.”�

 Saint Augustine �

Parish �

Scan the QR code below with your smartphone �

to make an online donation to our parish!�

Annual Pastor Appeal�

We have reached  96.08%�

$370,176.55 pledged!�

$337,297.86 paid!�

Thank you!�

�

Scan the QR code above with your smartphone to make 

an online donation to the Annual Pastoral Appeal!�

Mass Collections�

Week of  August 22, 2021�

$28,827.89�

Debt Reduction/Monthly Debt�

$1,286.57 Debt Reduction towards�

$40,000 Monthly Debt Payment. �

Contact Us 

Tom Doyle � Parish Manager � Ext. 3040�

Lisa Lopez � Parish Secretary � Ext. 3060�

Denise Moyer � Pastoral Care Assistant � Ext. 3210�

Avery Thayer � Communications Coordinator � Ext. 3050�

Susan Magann  � Administrative Assistant � Ext. 3030�

Robert Duffy � Maintenance � (813) 734�5877�

�

�

Fr. Dermot Dunne � Pastor � Ext. 3010�

Fr. Izzie Hernandez � Parochial Vicar � Ext. 3070�

Rev. Mr. Mike Sweeney � Director of Music � Ext. 3260�

Faith Formation � (813) 671�4434�

Parish School � (813) 741�9203�

Call (813) 689�4900 and ask for one of the following, dial their extension or dial the alternative number.�
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EXTERIOR HOME PAINTING
Jorge & Gabriela, Parishioners

813-820-3173

THIS SPACE IS

              JEWELRY, INC.
Custom Designs

Jewelry repair while you wait
M-Sat 10-5:00

Darrick Pham • 813-684-8181
877 East Bloomingdale Ave., Brandon FL 33511

Tina’s
689-ROOF (7663)

Roger Jenkins • Bridget Jenkins-Wilson
3rd Generation Roofing Contractor
Chad Curchin, Parishioner

Toyota & Lexus Repair
 664-1506

toyotalexusrepair.com
Family Owned & Operated Since 1976

301 & I-4109  Harbor Village Lane • Apollo Beach, FL 33572
Office: (813) 391-8653 • Direct: (813) 392-9166
Email: cathygriggs@kw.com
Web: www.GriggsGroup.kw.com
Each office is Independently Owned and Operated

Cathy Griggs
REALTOR®

813-671-3400
10931 Boyette Road
Riverview, FL 33569

Discover Assisted Living
& Memory Care
Call today for a move-in 
incentive for all St. Stephen’s
parishioners!

TwinCreeksRetire.com
813-358-8998

MA in Catholic Theology
WWW.SAINTLEOTHEOLOGY.COM

LET US PLACE
YOUR AD HERE.
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Brandon Chiropractic

and Massage
www.brandonchiroandmassage.com

654 E. Bloomingdale Ave.
Brandon, Florida 33511

(813) 685-5200
fax (813) 654-8758

Parishioner

Dr. Wanda I. Moreno
Chiropractic Physician

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • #CFC037168

Chris’s PlumbingChris’s Plumbing
           Service, Inc.           Service, Inc.

Repairs • Remodeling • New Construction
“24 Hr. Service”  jhoffman@chrissplumbing.com

623-6830 • 671-3993 Parishioner at Nativity

EMERGENCY
SEPTIC TANK SERVICE

PEDIATRIC 
CARE CENTER

Robert N. Pelaez , m.d. (Doctor Bob)
Jorge L. Montane, m.d.

6 8 1 - 5 7 1 4
1383 Providence Rd • Brandon, FL 33511

Attorney
JOE PIPPEN
1653 Sun City Center Plaza

Sun City Center
Free Appointments
813-633-0736

www.attypip.com

 Rossmiller Ins and Fin Svc Inc 
 Mark Rossmiller CPCU, Agent
 10611 Big Bend Rd #302
 Riverview, FL 33579
 Bus 813-677-3300 • Fax 813-645-5781
 Toll Free 877-645-3277
 www.markrossmiller.com | mark@markrossmiller.com

Walk in, Mail in, Call in, Click in

Parishioner

PRECIOUS PETS 
Pet Sitting Service

Nancy Crouthers    (813)625-4596
Parishioner      20 Years Experience

Tel: (813) 620-6500
9740 Adamo Drive • Tampa, FL 33619

RivardBuickGMC.com • isales@rivardbuickgmc.com
“Family owned Since 1992 and Proudly Serving the Tampa Bay Community for Over 20 Years”

we are professional grade

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

Erika Ragland
Licensed  Clinical Social Worker

Therapeutic Services
Individual, Family & Adolescent

erikaragland.lcsw@gmail.com
(813) 591-3087

WWW.RAGLANDTHERAPEUTICINTERVENTIONS.COM

Contact Greg Maurer
to place an ad today! 
gmaurer@4Lpi.com or

(941) 243-3206

 RDZ Insurance, Inc.
813-677-3354 | rdzinsurance.com

Marta Rodriguez, MBA

 Insurance, Tax & Notary Services
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 Phone 813.741.3790 10524 Sanford Street

 Mobile 813.240.8445 riverview, fl 33578
 fax 813.741.3186 Pat.allreadyProPerty@gMail.coM

Pat SkidMore
Broker/ realtor®

Parishioner

11936 Boyette Rd., Riverview, FL 33569
Phone: 813 672-DENT (3368)   Fax: 813 672-3398

www.Carrdental.com
Natalie J. Carr Bustillo, DDS, MS

Board Certified Pediatric Dentist • Local Parishioner

Sonia M. Ruiz, M.D., P.A.
Village Professional Center

4316 Bell Shoals • Valrico, FL 33594
(813) 684-1881

Infants • Children • Adolescents

Locations in Brandon and Valrico
Ava Cares should be considered for those who have made  
the decision to seek out assisted living but want to keep  
the look and feel of their own home. We work with every  

person in need regardless of finances.

813-300-6177• Parishioner
License #’s: AL-12620, AL-11578, AL-12324

4338 Bell Shoals Road • Valrico 33596

NOAH’S ARK
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Sharon R. Hunter, DVM
Parishioner

Tina M. Stephanz - Office Manager/Parishioner

813-662-7275
www.noahsarkanimal.com

Multiple policies. One agent.

 Tax & Accounting Services • Individual & Small Business
 IRS Representation • Tax Compliance
 Financial Statements • Electronic Tax Filing

Serving the Brandon Area Since 1990
E-Mail: grace@gracelewiscpa.com • gracelewiscpa.com • 681-4548

5601 Skytop Drive, Lithia, FL 33547
In FishHawk next to Pediatric

Healthcare Alliance and Mosaic

813-603-8800

DUAL-TRAINED PEDIATRIC 
DENTIST AND ORTHODONTIST

www.iHeartSmilesFH.com

St. Stephen Parish
Makes us smile!

Valrico • Riverview • Tampa www.ABDONEYORTHO.com

Tasty Venues
Lunch, Dinner, British Tea • Gourmet Foods and Gifts

Culinary Tours to Italy • Parishioner Owned
813-381-4999 | www.MyTastyVenues.com | 951 E. Brandon Blvd, Brandon

 Bring in Bulletin for 10% off Food and Merchandise

THIS SPACE IS

powur.com/jce/education
*$500 gift to St. Stephen with every solar install*

 Jody Edinger
 Independent Solar Consultant
 at JCE Solar Solutions
 813-321-5700

Learn Why Now Is The 
Best Time To Go Solar

— $0 out of pocket solar —


